(///('p’ L% E“‘

| Delaware County, Ohio "

Comprehens1ve Plan
Update 2026




Comprehensive Plan of Concord Township
Concord Township Hall — 6385 Home Road, Delaware OH 43015

Approved by the Concord Township Zoning Commission on X
Adopted by the Concord Township Trustees on X

CONCORD TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES
Joe Garrett
Jason Haney
Bart Johnson

FISCAL OFFICER

Jill M. Davis
ZONING COMMISSION BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
Phil Gehrisch John Kipfer, Chair
Darin Hilt, Chair Eric Van Meter
Stephen Pierce Bob Nagode
Jerry Stone, Doug Smith
Jeremy Tiller, Vice Chair Darren Webb, Vice Chair

Marino Colatruglio, Alternate
Patrick Johnson, Alternate

ZONING INSPECTOR

Ric Irvine

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN STEERING COMMITTEE
Michelle Counahan Dave Frease Warren Goodenow John Guzzo Adam Headlee
Alexandria Hernandez Lindalssel Kevin Knedler Stephany Merick Kay Melching
Ron Moses Greg Rhinehart Thaddeus Ruffing Doug Stuart Amy Whetro Ken Willis

Comprehensive Plan Coordinator: John Carlisle

DELAWARE COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION STAFF
Scott Sanders, AICP, Executive Director
Da-Wei Liou, MCP, GIS Manager
Brad Fisher, Senior Planner
Stephanie J. Matlack, Executive Administrative Assistant

Unless otherwise noted, base map datasets are provided by the
Delaware County Auditor’s Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Office
(parcel, water, political boundaries, etc.)

Chapter header photographs are from a variety of sources, including NearMap.

PLEASE NOTE: This plan is intended to be accompanied by the Delaware County Comprehensive
Land Use Background Information. That document provides additional county-wide data related to
all the items listed above and is updated regularly as information becomes available. Should there
be conflicts between the two documents, this document shall prevail.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Acknowledgements
Table of Contents
Chapter 1: Introduction
Chapter 2: Population
Chapter 3: Development and Change
Chapter 4: Existing Land Use
Chapter 5: Natural Resources and Conservation
Chapter 6: Housing
Chapter 7: Economic Development
Chapter 8: Roads and Transportation
Chapter 9: Utilities
Chapter 10: Community Facilities
Chapter 11: Future Development Patterns
Chapter 12: Goals and Objectives
Chapter 13: Implementation

Appendix: County-wide Background Information

DRAFT Concord Township Comprehensive Plan



iv | DRAFT Concord Township Comprehensive Plan



“Concord [Township] is one of the most
picturesque and interesting townships in
Delaware County, and is rich in historical
scenes and incidents. Its primeval
forests, rolling rivers, winding creeks,
babbling brooks, its green hills and fertile
valleys, to one imbued with poetic fancy,
present a field of inexhaustible wealth.

...The county was originally divided into
three townships, one of which was
Liberty, and in it Concord was included.
Union Township was formed June 16,
1809, and comprised in its limits all that
part of Concord west of the Scioto River.
On the 20™ of April, 1819, Concord
Township was created.

...Its greatest length from north to south
is six miles and ninety rods; the greatest
breadth is about three miles. That
portion lying west of the Scioto River is
embraced in the old Virginia military
lands, in the survey of which, and its
division into sections, quarter-sections
and lots, each settler had his own
surveyor and his own idea of boundary
lines.”

- From “History of Delaware County and
Ohio, 1880”
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The Scioto River and 0O’Shaughnessy
Reservoir, flanked by state routes 745 and
257 on either side, divides the township
into two almost equal divisions. The
community of Bellpoint is in the north,
Rathbone is in the center and Shawnee Hills
is a significant village in the south. The
Delaware County part of Dublin is at the
southern tip.

Most likely named for Concord, New
Hampshire, the township was known for
ravines and steep cliffs along the Scioto
River, features that are no longer visible.
The northern part of the township was
swampy, heavily forested, and full of rattlesnakes and wolves. Draining wetlands was a common practice
and Ohio was one of the states with considerable change during this period. The result was drier, nutrient
rich soil that was more suitable for farming.

There were many notable early settlers in Concord Township. Pennsylvanian George Hill holds the title of
the first permanent settler. In 1811, Hill, a Revolutionary War soldier, settled two miles south of
Bellpoint. John Day came with him, as well as his brother-in-law, Christopher Freshwater. John Cutler
arrived in 1830 and some early maps indicate “Cutlers Corners” around Moore Road & S.R. 745. Virginian
George Oller arrived in 1839, and his family name lives on in the Oller Cemetery on S.R. 257 near Bean
Oller Road. —various sources including Susan Lamphere

Lucy Depp Park

Lucy Depp is an unincorporated area of several plats created in 1925 and 1926 from an original eight
hundred-ninety acre parcel of land given to Columbus resident Joseph Sullivant by President James Monroe
in 1817 for military service.

Sullivant’s  son, Lucas,
inherited the land and
sold three hundred acres
of it to a freed man from
Virginia, Abram Depp, in
1835 for $1,100. Depp
settled on the land and
established a freedom
stop for runaway slaves.
A cave housed the
fugitive slaves near the
banks of the Scioto River
on the original three
hundred acre settlement,
but the placement of the
O’Shaughnessy Dam has
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obscured the site. The area
became a retreat for wealthy
Central Ohio black families, and
many of them built summer
cottages on small lots.

Today, Lucy Depp Park houses a
number of permanent
residences, including some of
recent construction.  Across
State Route 745, there is a small
cemetery that has scattered
graves indicating resting places
of some of the original Depp
settlers. Started in the 1800s,
the cemetery is no longer
active. In the 1930s most of the
gravestones were removed for
repair and cleaning and never placed back in the cemetery. Descendants of the Depp Family still live in the
Dublin area and nearby Plain City.

-various sources including Arnett Howard and Stewart Bernstein,
Columbus Bicentennial blog, 2012 and graveaddiction.com

Hart Springs/Scioto Juvenile Correctional Facility

The crossroads of State Route 745 and Home Road has been an area of impact for the township for many
years. Founded by Nathaniel Hart in a time when mineral springs were considered therapeutic, Hart Spring
resort is known as the place where Rutherford B. Hayes met his wife, Lucy. From 1842 to 1869, the resort
had room for 600 guests.

Advertised in 1858 as
“Ohio  White Sulphur
Springs” when it was
purchase by “Mr. A
Wilson, of Cincinnati,”
there was a large hotel,
cottages, stables, a
chapel, saloon, store,
and even a bowling
alley. In 1865, John
Ferry took over the
reins and invested
money to update it.
Due to the Civil War, he
would only keep it
open for four more
years.
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In 1869, the state bought out Ferry and designated the
property as the new State Reform School for Girls. In 1872
the name was changed to the Girls’ Industrial Home. It was
created for “the instruction, employment and reformation
of exposed, helpless, evil-disposed and vicious Girls’.”
Ironically, as governor, Hayes signed the legislation that

created the Girls’ Industrial Home.

Up the river in Scioto Township, White Sulphur Springs
Station was established around the railroad stop that
initially served the resort and later the Girls’ Industrial
Home. The Ohio Home Cemetery is located on the grounds
and is accessible to the public by appointment.

A separate part of the site was designated as a male reception center. At its peak, the facility housed both
male and female inmates, with a significant number of employees. By 2013, it had 38 inmates, including 18
females and 20 males. When the facility closed in May of 2014, it was the first time that juvenile offenders,
specifically girls, wouldn't be on the site in more than 170 years.

Prior to its closing, the Township Hall and Fire Station which was
located on the east side of Dublin Road adjacent to the site, moved |
into to their current locations at the Township Park.

The Concord Township
Comprehensive Land Use Plan update

This update started in 2026 as an update to the Township's 2016 plan, including 2018 and 2021
amendments. The Zoning Commission is responsible (ORC 519.05) for the submission of a plan to the
Township Trustees to achieve the purposes of land use regulation under zoning powers (ORC 519.02). At
large residents and landowners of the Township were encouraged to participate in the planning process.
Overall, the update it intended to:

Concord Township Fire Station

1. Review changes in land use, population, utility services, roads, boundaries that have occurred
since the previous plan, as well as the changes in economic, legislative, judicial, and regulatory
conditions;

2. Review any existing policies and judge whether they are still representative of the community’s
values and visions of its future, and if those policies conform to current federal and state land
use legislation and court decisions;

3. Review the goals and objectives for the growth in the ensuing 5 to 10 years;

4. Create a revised text and map for the recommended land use on a site-specific basis to guide
future growth of the Township

5. Recommend amendments to local zoning, and the adoption of development policies to assure
that the Township will be what it has envisioned when it is all built out.

The Comprehensive Plan contains policies, goals, and a recommended land use map for the future
development of the Township. The Township must subsequently amend its zoning to implement these
policies and visions. The Comprehensive Land Use Plan is intended to be site-specific, with land use and/or
density classification attached to each parcel, and viewed from an environmental standpoint with policies
to protect critical resource areas.
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Township Population

Based on the U.S. Census Bureau, Concord Township’s population was 9,294 in 2010. Population increased
17.8% by 2020 to a total of 10,951 residents, with a projected 12,532 in 2025. The RPC estimates that
number to currently be 12,826 as of the beginning of 2025, representing 14.4% growth during that period.

The formula takes into account the average number of residents per unit, a vacancy rate, and a typical
period of time between building permit and home completion.

Township Population, 1960 to 2040

Yr 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040
1,145 | 1,412 | 1,625 | 1,978 | 4,088 | 9,294 | 10,951 | 12,826 | 14,219 | 15,095 | 15,737

Population Projection to 2040
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New Residential Building Permits 2009-2024

Yr [ 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024
67 32 39 31 70 185 155 212 162 117 86 48

Building Permit Trend
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Building Permits
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